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Prepare the Way of the Lord

This Week at Epiphany

Sunday, December 8
9:45 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - atrium

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. EYG Cookie Decorating

11:30 a.m. Outreach Committee meeting
4:00 p.m. Advent Lessons and Carols

Monday, December 9
7:00 p.m. PFLAG meeting

Tuesday, December 10
6:30 p.m. Young Adults Group

6:30 p.m. Advent Study: The Chosen

Wednesday, December 11
12:00 p.m. Feeding the Spirit Bible Study

7:00 p.m. Lectio Divina

Thursday, December 12
12:00 p.m. OWLs event

6:30 p.m. Finance Committee meeting
6:30 Schola rehearsal

7:45 Parish choir rehearsal

Sunday, December 15
9:45 a.m. Catechesis of the Good Shepherd - atrium

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Cookie Exchange

Connections

You can view this week’s service, past
services, and memorials HERE.

Get Sunday's bulletin HERE.

Do you want to hear last week’s
sermon? Click HERE.

In the hope that you will have a deeper
understanding and closer connection
to the Word, we are sharing the
lessons for Sunday.

Baruch 5:1-9
Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6
Canticle 4 or 16

It’s not too late to pledge! The Bishop’s Committee is working on the budget
and needs your information.  Please fill out a card from the pews or pledge

online at www.tcote.org.

Our New Aspirant

Kayla Ray comes to Epiphany as a discerner from Saint Thomas the Apostle,
Hollywood. Originally from Georgia, Kayla moved to Los Angeles in 2019 after
serving two years as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Rwanda, and she was confirmed in
the Episcopal Church in 2022. She has a Master of Arts in Theological Studies from
Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles and a Master of Theology in Biblical
Studies from the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. A writer and non-professional
musician, she currently lives in Sherman Oaks with her beloved cat, Dinah. As she
continues to discern ordination, Kayla looks forward to Rev. Jamie and Rev. Karen’s
mentorship and to getting to know and serving the Epiphany community.

Special Report: The Rest of Convention
[The Episcopal News Editor’s Note] In this Special Report: ‘The Rest of
Convention’ The Episcopal News brings coverage of items that were trimmed from
the agenda due to time constraints encountered during the one-day format of
Diocesan Convention’s 129th Annual Meeting, held Nov. 8 at the Riverside
Convention Center.

Click here to read The Canon to the Ordinary “our” Melissa’s speech on our ‘inside
out’ church, our climate response, ministries with children, and 'Renaissance or
Requiem’ for struggling congregations. Watch videos on chaplaincy, service, and
advocacy within our Diocese and learn about resiliency hubs in Riverside County.  

“The way we do service in the Episcopal Church is not to make other people believe
like us, but to practice our faith in our everyday lives.”  - The Rev. Canon Melissa
McCarthy

Thank you, Epiphany, for supporting the Harbor House Adopt-a-Family program
again this year.

We gave 20 families $50, with 49 children receiving $25 gift cards. We more than
exceeded the number of new books for ages 0 - 16.

Please remember to pray for your child/family as written on the 'ornament' you
picked. Hang it on your tree to remind you.

In gratitude, 
The Rev. Karen James and the staff of Harbor House 

SAVE THE DATE!

Join us on January 11, 2025, 10:00 a.m. for the sacred event of
Karen James’

Ordination to the Priesthood
at St. John’s Cathedral. 

Potluck reception after church on Sunday, January 12.
More details to follow.

For Your Calendar

There will be a Warm Coats and Jackets Collection December 26 - January 12.
Harbor House has asked us to gather gently used warm coats and jackets. Plan to
wear your new Christmas jackets and donate the old ones to keep our neighbors in
need warm.

Boxes will be in the Narthex and the Bishop's Hall.

The Mountain Fire victims of all ages
need our help! 

Please join the Women's Interfaith Network in collecting GENTLY USED clothes,
shoes, blankets and hygiene kits (a Ziplock bag with shampoo, toothpaste &
toothbrushes, bodywash, deodorant, brushes, combs, women's personal hygiene
tampons, etc.) - PLEASE NO LOOSE HYGIENE ITEMS.  Scan the QR code on the
flyer for more information. 

Drop items off in collection boxes at Epiphany’s Bishop’s Hall December 6 - 10.
After that, you can drop off donations on December 12 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. at

The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints 
32165 Watergate Rd. 

Westlake Village, CA 91362 

For questions or assistance email, Aggie Winston, aggiew53@gmail.com 

Christmas Flower Donations

As in the past, our church will be magnificently decorated for Christmas.
Contributions can be made in thanksgiving for anyone or anything or in memory of a
loved one in your life. Please fill out the form in the church pews, mail it to the church
office or drop it in the offering plate with your check and with “Flower Fund” in the
memo field or donate at www.tcote.org.

All donations received by December 19 will be acknowledged in our special
Christmas bulletin. Any donations received after December 19 will be acknowledged
in the new year.

Epiphany’s Emporium is Open in Bishop’s Hall

Continuing throughout Advent, or until supplies run out, you will be able to purchase
mugs, water bottles, and totes during coffee hour in the Bishop’s Hall.  Cash or
check accepted.  Order forms will continue to be available should you wish to order
something else or more.

Nativity Set Display
During Advent we will have a display of various nativity sets in Ascension Chapel. If
you have a small set that is either handmade, an unusual medium, or from a different
part of the world, and would be willing to lend it to us please leave it at the church
office in a box/container clearly labeled with your name and contact info and where
the set originated. You can also provide a clear photo if your set is a family heirloom
and better kept at home. Any questions? Please email Karen James at
kjames@tcote.org.

Advent Prayer Tree
During the Season of Advent, we invite you to take a prayer card, write (anonymously
if you wish) your deepest concerns, and hang the card on the tree in the entrance.
Feel free to draw or decorate with the stickers provided. In writing and hanging your
prayer, you will be handing it to God. All the prayers will be collected and placed on
the altar at our Christmas Eve services

Advent and Christmas Services

December 8 - Second Sunday of Advent
9:45 a.m. - Children in the Atrium

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
4:00 p.m. Advent Lessons and Carols with the Parish Choir and Schola

This service is not livestreamed.

December 15 - Third Sunday of Advent
9:45 a.m. - Children in the Atrium

10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist
11:30 a.m. Cookie Exchange

December 18 – 6:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service
This service is not livestreamed, so please plan on attending in person if you are feeling blue.

 There will be music.

December 22 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist - Children in Church

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - DECEMBER 24

4:00 p.m. Family Eucharist with Nativity Narrative
The children will be invited to share in

experiencing the joy of the Christmas story.
This service is not livestreamed.

8:30 p.m. Carol Sing-along
9:00 p.m. Festival Choral Eucharist
with the Parish Choir and Schola

There will be no service on Christmas Day.

December 29 - The First Sunday after Christmas
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

January 5, 2025 - The Second Sunday after Christmas
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Epiphany Pageant

An Advent Service of Lessons and Carols
Sunday, December 8, 2024, at 4:00 p.m.

Join us as we journey through the season of Advent. The service begins with the fall
of humanity, reflects on God’s continuing love for God’s people, and culminates with
the promise of the birth of a Redeemer.  Scripture lessons will be followed by
congregational hymns and choral music.  

Choral Music at this service will include:

Aspiciens a longe
Veni Domine

Adam lay ybounden
As the dark awaits the dawn

You shall go out with joy
Magnificat in d minor

Ave Maria gratia plena

Tone II
Felix Mendelssohn
John Ireland
Carl Schalk
David Edmonds
Thomas Attwood Walmisley
William Byrd

Please join us for this special service which helps us to look forward to

Christmas with expectation and hope.

DECEMBER OWLS EVENT

Please join us Thursday, December 12 from 12 - 2 p.m. for a festive Christmas
party and catered lunch.  Please bring a $10 wrapped gift for a gift exchange game.
We will have bingo, sing songs, and have a photobooth.  Come enjoy the holiday
fun!! Please RSVP by Monday, December 9 to Michelle Ponticelli at 805-320-5003
or email her at mponticelli@tcote.org.  

Cookie Exchange - December 15

This year's Cookie Exchange will be on December 15 after church. Please sign up
to bake a batch of your favorite Christmas Cookies. Look for our young adults with
the signup sheets at coffee hour or look in the narthex.

Blue Christmas - December 18, 6:30 p.m.

The Holidays Can be Hard...

We Can Bring that to God.

Whether you are grieving a loss, experiencing a hardship, or need a break from
holiday stress,

Please join us for our Blue Christmas Service
A thoughtful, meditative, quiet service of prayer, music,

and reflection offering
A space where you might find comfort and hope.

“Come, all who are weary and heavy, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

Wednesday, December 18 – 6:30 p.m.

The Chosen Bible Study
If you haven’t been able to see the series or even if you have, this is your chance to
watch it, react and respond to it in community with fellow parishioners whom you will
get to know better and grow closer to. And don’t we all need community right now?!
Join us Tuesdays through December 17 from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. We will then take a
break and start back up on January 7 and each Tuesday night afterwards until we
have finished the series.  Questions: info@tcote.org

Click here to see the trailer for season one.

Scientist Katharine Hayhoe discusses climate change
during Los Angeles diocese’s webinar

[Diocese of Los Angeles] One of the most effective ways people of faith can help
combat climate change is to start talking about it…Click here

Epiphany Connections will be taking a break for
the week of Christmas.  There will be no 12/27
issue. Please plan your submissions accordingly.  

Prayers
Please pray for those on our Parish Prayer List:  Neil, Robert, Ken, Chris and
Julie, the Riser/Perez family, Bob, Joann, Keith, Michelle, Michael

Please pray for those on our Long-Term Parish Prayer List:  Boyd, Kay, Sarah,
Tom, Donna, Judith, Joe, Norma, Francisco, Joanne, Judie, Tom B, Dave, Bill,
Marilyn, Don, Arturo, Doug, Kevin, Jana, Darlene, Katie, Matthew, Dan, Jane,
Elizabeth, Susan, Mateo

Please pray for the soul of the departed: Betty

To add yourself, family, or friends to the prayer list, please fill out a prayer card in the
pew or submit your prayer request here.

Mission
We seek to ensure that all who enter our doors know

that they are loved, welcomed, and celebrated
unconditionally, that we serve the world with

gratitude, humility, and courage, and that we continue
to grow in faith, recognizing reason and exploring the

profound mystery that is God’s creation.

Vision
To live and love as true followers of Jesus, not just

fans.

We wear nametags to help us feel more connected and so we can
get to know each other better. If you're interested in having one,
please fill out the form here.

For those people without computers, we now have the option of
phoning in and listening to our livestream services on Sunday
mornings! Please share this news with anyone you know that you
think would enjoy being able to listen in when they can't come in
person. Phone: +1 720-256-2320. Enter the pin number
840327174, then hit #.
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